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Stories From the Frontlines Returns: 
Fighting This Kind of War 
 The NPS Foundation Spring Quarterly Event 
was the latest installment of the popular “Stories from the 
Frontlines” series. The event, held Tuesday, April 19, 2011, 
at the Naval Postgraduate School, was themed Fighting This 
Kind of War: Stories of the Military’s Team Effort in Afghanistan. 
The panel consisted of five NPS students from a variety of 
military backgrounds and experiences. Major Robert Dyer, 
USMC; Lieutenant Paul Mahoney, USN; Major Kathryn 
Nelson, USAF; Major John Bishop, USA; and Lieutenant 
Commander Jonathan Fussell, USN; provided a diverse look 
at the American military’s experiences in Afghanistan.  
 Matthew DuPée moderated the evening and 
introduced the panel, as well as a bonus presenter, Dr. 
Richard German, MD. Mr. DuPée is a Research Associate 
for Program for Culture and Conflict Studies in the National 
Security Affairs Department at the Naval Postgraduate 
School. He focuses his research on Afghanistan’s narcotics, 
politics, security, geography and human terrain issues.  
 Major Bishop started the evening program and spoke 
about governance and the challenges facing the U.S. forces in 
a very different environment and cultural stage. He believes 
the challenge for the United States and allies is to bring a 
different form of unfamiliar, but successful governance to a 
society that already has traditional governance and roles. 
 LCDR Fussell spoke about his personal experiences 
as a Navy SEAL and focused on the importance of 
technological advances on the battlefield. He illustrated 
examples of how technology has assisted the SEAL force in 
phenomenal decision making at a previously impossible fast 
pace.
 LT Mahoney followed with a look at what it is like 
to be an Explosive Ordinance Disposal (EOD) Officer. 
Mahoney presented several everyday items used in Iraq and 
Afghanistan by the local people that can be used to make 
deadly improvised explosive devices (IEDs). New materials 
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Message from the President
Bill Warner
Over the last several years, the NPS Foundation 
has assisted a number of students in their pursuit 
of leadership skills outside of the classroom. This 
boost includes sending Foreign-Area-Officer 
students to their designated countries for several 
weeks prior to graduation. Time in-country 
allows the FAO to get a jump-start on the 
issues they will need to address once deployed. 
Another way the Foundation has provided 
leadership skills is to provide an opportunity to 
share research at, and participate in, significant 
conferences around the world. This enables 
collaboration and interaction that has far-
reaching benefits in future assignments.
To expand this idea of student entrepreneurship, the NPS Foundation intends to 
expand this program to a much larger set of students in 2011-2012 – hopefully 
funding 20-25 projects. Most of these investments are relatively small – averaging 
$5,000 per student activity. If you would like to sponsor a student for this 
“Leadership Excellence” program, please let me know, or contact RADM Ruck. For a 
small investment, we can make a significant difference for a student, and their ability 
to be the best leader possible. Your help and support is always appreciated.
Executive Director
RADM Merrill Ruck, USN (Ret.)
Message from the Executive Director 
Merrill Ruck
The NPS Foundation is ready for a period 
of growth where we can increase our 
investments in the Naval Postgraduate 
School. This will be in the form of student 
and faculty research; experience programs; 
and historical restoration efforts. None of 
this is possible without the assistance of 
our members. I greatly appreciate all of 
you who choose to donate and renew your 
memberships with the NPS Foundation. 
For those of you who have not renewed 
your membership recently, I encourage 
you to complete the membership renewal 
form at the back of our newsletter or visit our website to renew online. Your 




Visits NPS Foundation Supporters
Admiral Gary Roughead
 On Thursday, March 24, 2011, one hundred NPS 
Foundation supporters had the rare opportunity to listen 
to remarks by the Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral 
Gary Roughead. NPS President Dan Oliver stated in his 
introduction that Roughead is especially supportive of the 
NPS faculty and students. “He is the first CNO in decades to 
commit resources to the Naval Postgraduate School at a level 
befitting a flagship institution.”
 Roughead spoke in depth on numerous topics of 
interest revolving around building the U.S. Navy for the 
leaders of tomorrow; the mission of the Chief of Naval 
Operations. Despite the current economic and political 
complexities of our time, Roughead is certain that NPS will 
produce excellent military leaders and defense and security 
experts. He believes the Naval Postgraduate School is a 
“unique institution” where students benefit from a “rigorous 
and comprehensive education.”  
 Due to the current economic climate, Roughead 
has been forced to make key decisions about what the Navy 
actually needs to invest in to support the nation’s global 
interest and responsibilities. One of his priorities is building 
the submarine force. Roughead stated “We’d like to build 
two Virginia class submarines a year and design the Ohio 
class ballistic missile submarine replacement to be in service 
until 2080. We’re also building the surface force, including 
providing for the ballistic missile defense of Europe and the 
Middle East and adding large-scale amphibious ships, large 
mobile logistics platforms and new aircraft carriers.” He 
went on to emphasize that the Navy plans to include more 
unmanned aircraft to highlight the integration of intelligence 
and operations, in addition to increasing naval aviation. 
 Roughead ended his remarks with words of 
confidence, optimism, and encouragement for everyone 
to use their capacities to continue to support “graduate 




By Capt Frank Alba, USMC
My Chinese Immersion
 As a U.S. Marine China Foreign Area Officer (FAO) 
in-training my primary objective is to gain an in-depth 
understanding of Chinese security, economics, and politics 
and a basic level of language proficiency in reading, listening, 
and speaking Mandarin Chinese.  During my two and a 
half years on the Monterey Peninsula my studies consisted 
of one year at the Naval Postgraduate School, School of 
International Graduate Studies (SIGS), National Security 
Affairs (NSA) Department to earn a Master of Arts in East 
Asian Security Studies and a subsequent 50-week special 
project Chinese-Mandarin Basic Course at the Defense 
Language Institute (DLI).  The third phase of training is one 
year of in-country training (ICT) in Beijing, China.  There is 
no comparable supplement to culture and language training 
than total immersion in the region of interest.  Thanks to the 
Naval Postgraduate School Foundation, I was provided with 
the resources to conduct such an immersion trip prior to my 
follow-on assignment to Beijing for ICT.
 I conducted Chinese language immersion training in 
Beijing, China from February 25, 2011, to March 11, 2011.  
My primary goals were to improve my language proficiency 
and familiarize myself with Beijing in preparation for my 
follow-on assignment to the American Embassy Beijing for 
FAO-ICT.  
 I attended a two-week language immersion program 
at the Beijing Taipei Language Institute (TLI) through a grant 
provided by the NPS Foundation.  TLI is an international 
language institute focused on teaching Mandarin Chinese 
to students at all levels.  TLI supplemented my recent 
completion of the Chinese Basic Course at DLI.  Instructors 
at TLI developed and refined the language skills I attained at 
DLI to further improve my grammar usage and expand my 
vocabulary.  TLI, in conjunction with my daily immersion 
into Chinese language and society, rapidly increased my 
language proficiency.  
 In addition to the language training I received, I also 
conducted a visit to the American Embassy Beijing.  During 
the visit I conducted an in-call with the Marine Attaché, had 
a turnover session with current Marine FAOs training in 
China, and visited the Community Liaison Office (CLO).  
Student Life
The visit familiarized me with Embassy and administrative 
processes, requirements, and expectations upon my return 
to Beijing in late April for ICT.  
 My formal immersion training was further enriched 
by the informal cross-culture experience I received each 
day during my daily routine.  I familiarized myself with the 
public transit system utilizing the subway, public bus, and 
taxis.  Using public transportation provided me with ample 
opportunities to speak with the local populace, observe 
customs and courtesies, and improve speaking proficiency.  I 
also participated in extracurricular activities that included 
a cooking night at Taipei Language Institute and a trip to 
the Great Wall with an all Chinese tour group.  Both of 
these events were opportunities 
to use my language ability in an 
authentic environment.  I was 
also able to network and establish 
helpful contacts within the 
community.  On most days after 
language training, I ventured out 
in the city and visited various local 
markets, shops, and restaurants.  
During these visits I observed the 
underlying informal economic 
system that exists throughout 
the local community.  I gained an 
understanding of everyday life for 
the average Chinese city dweller.   
An important aspect of being a 
FAO is having a firm grasp of not 
only the formal political, military, 
and economic structure of a region but also an understanding 
of the more nuanced localized system that operates parallel 
to official regulatory and government organs.
 Overall the immersion trip was a great success.  In 
regard to language proficiency, I improved each day.  The 
trip also allowed me to familiarize myself with not only 
the local geography but also with local customs and social 
behavior.  In addition to familiarizing myself with the local 
public transportation system, I became familiar with local 
medical facilities, police, and security.  I also learned local 
references (in the target language) to places and streets.  
This will greatly improve my ability to travel around the city 
and communicate with locals.  Enrollment at the language 
institute and the visit to the Embassy outlined expectations 
and support during ICT and facilitated proper planning, 
coordination, and preparation prior to beginning ICT.  
I observed first-hand and refreshed my knowledge and 
awareness of the political, economic, and cultural topics 
that I focused on while studying at the Naval Postgraduate 
School.  A FAO always attempts to assess how regional issues 
influence and relate to U.S interests and foreign policy. 
Observing Chinese security, governance, and economics 
first-hand also allowed me to identify possible areas of focus 
and possible research topics during ICT. 
 I compare my immersion trip to the familiarization 
trip that is afforded Olmstead Scholars prior to their 
completion of language training at the Defense Language 
Institute (DLI).  At the end of the immersion trip I was 
more confident in my ability to communicate in the target 
language, more knowledgeable about the local environment 
and current events, and better prepared for ICT.  As a future 
FAO this trip improved my ability to accurately assess real 
world issues in China and the greater Asia-Pacific region.  I 
sincerely hope that the Foundation is able to provide similar 








Dr. Tim Sands, Lt Col, USAF
VISION:  Unparalleled assessment and translation of 
highly technical foreign publications.
HOW IT WORKS: Upon receiving an offer for a 
reimbursable technical translation, we survey the NPS 
faculty for availability of true experts in the proposed 
topic to be translated.  If such an expert is available to 
accept the reimbursable research, that technical expert is 
teamed with language experts from many sources which 
include the Defense Language Institute (DLI) and other 
local experts (e.g. Monterey Institute of International 
Studies) currently accessible by contract to NPS through 
Digital Consulting Services (DCS).  After forming 
the team, establishing the internal procedures, and 
hosting initial programmatic exchanges, the translation 
project begins.  The team 
of technical and language 
experts first translates the 
document.  The translation 
also requires assistance 
from the technical expert 
since the vocabulary is 
specialized.  Consider 
translating “control moment 
gyroscope” into Chinese 
where it would read “torque 
gryoscope control system”), 
and it immediately becomes 
evident that a technical 
expert is needed to assist the 
language expert to understand 
that a “moment” is a torque, 
rather than a period of sixty 
seconds, etc.  After translation, the technical expert will 
attempt to duplicate the scientific claims of the paper’s 
author, so that the project sponsor will obtain 1) a 
technical translation, and 2) a critical assessment of the 
paper’s technical claims.  In instances where the paper 
contains profound impacts, we will augment the team 
with National Security and Public Policy experts to add 
unique assessments to the final product delivered to the 
sponsors.
Furthermore, the translated document will accompany 
critical engineering analysis of the content of the 
technical document with an assessment (Feasible? 
Possible counter-intelligence? On-par with U.S. 
capabilities? Exceed our capabilities?). As appropriate, 
Assistant Professor, Space Systems Academic Group
An example of Engineering Analysis: Control Moment Gyroscope 





security studies and public policy experts will comment on implications to U.S. national security and public policy. 
Independent validation and verification is available through Columbia University members. 
STATUS:  While the initial center vision focused on translating Chinese developments in astronautics and space systems, the 
first funded project to translate acquisition logistics courseware from English to standard Arabic for use in Iraq to “train the 
trainers” facilitating U.S. withdrawal by the end of the year. In the case of the Iraq project, US Forces in Iraq have a mission 
need to train the Iraqi trainers (the teachers) on our methods of acquisition logistics, and they contracted the Air Force 
Institute of Technology (AFIT) to develop the courseware for roughly thirty courses (due this summer).  AFIT contacted 
us to provide technical translation services.  After polling the NPS and DLI for available experts, Professor Abbas Kadhim 
was chosen to lead the project with Professor Michael Boudreau’s technical assistance in logistics.  Several language experts 
from DLI/DCS were teamed with the NPS experts and the translation project is about to begin.  In addition to the technical 
translation, team members will travel to Iraq during the initial implementation of the courseware to make final adjustments 
to satisfy the U.S. and Iraqi forces.




Former U.S. Senator  
John Warner (R-VA)  
to visit NPS
 Former Senator John Warner (R- VA) will visit NPS on May 25, 2011. There will be an 
NPS Foundation event in his honor at 4:30 PM on the Herrmann Hall Quarterdeck.  
Senator Warner will offer remarks to the guests followed by a reception. NPS 
Foundation members who are interested in attending should email foundation@nps.
edu or call (831)656-2339 to RSVP. Not a member of the NPS Foundation? Join or 
renew your NPS Foundation membership today and you too can take part in these great events. You can enroll online or 
become a member by completing the membership form on the last page of the newsletter.
Spring NPSF Awards
The NPS Graduation Awards Ceremony held on March 25, 2011 honored top graduates and NPS Faculty for 
outstanding achievements in the classroom and research out of the classroom. The NPS Foundation funded awards 
presented are as follows:
Air Force NSA Award— Maj Eric E. Sutton, USAF
-Awarded to the top National Security Affairs Student from the US Air Force
Hans Jones Award— Lt Col Africano Mande Gedima, Sudan People’s Liberation Army
-Awarded to the student with the best thesis in the Defense Analysis department
David Liskin SIGS Award— LT Andrew C. O’Connor, USN
-Awarded to the most outstanding student in International Studies
International Student Award— 1st Lt Diana Molodilo, Moldovan Army
-Awarded to the top international student
Williams Faculty Award (SIGS) — Professor Anders Strindberg, Center for Homeland Defense & Security
-Awarded to the top professor of International Studies
Hamming Interdisciplinary Faculty Award— Research Professor Ronald E. Brown, Physics Department







Curriculum at NPS/Year of Graduation: Naval 
Operational Intelligence, Class of 1985
NPS Foundation: What is your current profession and 
company?
Mr. Jenkins: I am currently the Director Business 
Development, Navy Mission Capability Executive for 
Raytheon Missile Systems in Tucson, AZ. I am responsible 
for the business growth strategies for the Naval Weapon 
Systems Portfolio of Evolved Sea Sparrow Missile (ESSM)  
Phalanx Systems including ship base Phalanx close in weapon 
system, land based Phalanx Weapon system (Centurion) 
Mobile Phalanx System (truck base ground weapon system) 
SeaRAM antiship missile defense system --this system 
combines the radar from Phalanx and the Rolling Airframe 
(joint U.S./German) Missile  (RAM)  and the RAM system 
Rolling Airframe Missile.  All of these systems comprise 
the layered defense architecture for ships at sea and ground 
forces--(in the ground based air defense (GBAD) role). 
NPS Foundation: How has your NPS education benefitted 
you in your career path? 
Mr. Jenkins: The NPS experience was and is one of those 
events that will stay with me my entire life. My time at NPS 
expanded my ability to view /understand and strategically 
think about issues at hand.  The exposure to the top scholars 
in the country and world and sharing their perspectives and 
experiences is priceless.  For example, I have fond memories 
of guidance from my Thesis advisor Professor Bob Looney 
and the outstanding mentorship from Professor Wayne 
Hughes prior to my returning to sea as an Executive Officer 
in 1985. 
NPS Foundation: What advice do you have for current 
students at NPS? 
Mr. Jenkins: Take full advantage of what NPS has to 
offer-- not just in your specific curriculum but get engaged/
involved with academic, technical and social activities 
internal and external to the campus. For the military student 
this is the time to really work the gray matter and also get a 
chance to enjoy your family after intense operations in your 
various military services. The NPS period in your life is also 
a great time to introduce yourself to the vast international 
student base. 
NPS Foundation: Why have you chosen to become a 
member of the NPS Foundation? 
Mr. Jenkins: I want to continue to maintain contact with 
the ongoing engineering and developmental technologies 
of NPS for my personal use as well as the synergy that can 
develop with our engineering and technology teams here at 
Raytheon missile systems.





From the School of International Graduate Studies (SIGS)
About SIGS - The need to keep the peace in the wake of conflict and an emphasis of sharing the burden of collective 
defense and security building continues to grow.  Established in 2001, the School of International Graduate Studies (SIGS) 
is the newest school within the Naval Postgraduate School and is on the forefront of contributing to the advancement of 
building partnership capacity.  SIGS offers a variety of educational opportunities to U.S. and international military officers 
and government officials wanting to advance knowledge and skills necessary to meet today’s complex and challenging 
security environments. 
All of the books listed below are written or edited by members of the NPS School of International Graduate Studies.
Innovation, Transformation, and War: Counterinsurgency  
Operations in Anbar and Ninewa Provinces, Iraq, 2005-2007
By James A. Russell
Available in Paperback, Amazon.com
The Military Lens: Doctrinal 
Difference and Deterrence 
Failure in Sino-American 
Relations
By Christopher P. Twomey
Available in Hardcover, Amazon.com
Climate Change and National 
Security: A Country-Level Analysis
By Daniel Moran (Editor)




found to stop those previously used. It is a never ending 
battle.
 Next was Major Dyer who spoke on his experiences 
as a Weapons Systems Officer and an Air Traffic Controller.  
He described times in Afghanistan where he used night 
vision goggles and three radios to keep track of two groups 
of people and 20 aircraft overhead— some of whom were 
dropping bombs and shooting. 
 Major Nelson, a B-1 bomber aircraft pilot, described 
her experiences flying over Afghanistan and also elaborated 
on her new role as a remote controlled aircraft operator. She 
explained how the pilot works with seven screens to build 
a virtual world with layers of information while his or her 
aircraft is half a world away.  
 After our active duty speakers, Dr. Richard German 
spoke on his new book, The Man Behind the Mask which 
touches on his experience in the U.S. Navy, his career as a 
surgeon, and his time volunteering as a trauma surgeon at 
the Landstuhl Military Hospital in Germany.
Stories From the Frontlines (Continued from Page 1)
NPS Foundation Membership Renewal
Send your completed form to: NPS Foundation, PO Box 8626, Monterey, CA 93943 or complete your 





Type of Membership or Donation
Payment type
student ($35, $250) Faculty ($50, $500) supporter ($50, $100, 
$500, $1,000, $2,500)
Alumni ($50, $500) Presidents Circle 
($5,000 and up)
Check Credit Card (Visa, MC, Discover, Amex)
credit card number expiration
Other 
 The panel of military students was diverse in 
experience and service but they complemented each other 
admirably and were well received. The guests in attendance 
felt privileged to be included this special event. “They make 
me proud to be an American,” said one guest. 
I’m a Member (Continued from Page 9)
NPS Foundation: How do you suggest other Alumni get 
involved in the NPS Foundation? 
Mr. Jenkins:  I would hope other Alumni would also 
become a part of the Foundation to ensure the Foundation 
remains a strong pillar of the NPS structure.  Being a 
foundation member keeps you in close touch with NPS 
programs and developments in technology often spear headed 
in the NPS labs.  I’m very proud to be an NPS graduate--we 
have three generations (‘55/’85/’10) of NPS grads in my 
family. and we are all proud to be foundation members.
NPS Foundation
Post Office Box 8626
Monterey, CA 93943
Spring Newsletter
